
Here are the statistics on a few of the outstanding 
plants you should get to know in this garden.   They 
are easy to grow, drought tolerant and excellent 
bloomers with no insect or disease problems. 

Can you find us? 
 

Calylophus serrulata, Yellow Sundrops 
Evergreen perennial from the evening primrose 
family.  Height: 24”, Width: 3’.  Grows in a clump 
with many branches bearing bright yellow buttercup 
like flowers from late March through fall.  Good 
border or ground cover plant that attracts bees and 
butterflies. 
 
Phlox paniculata, Delta Snow 
Herbaceous perennial. Height: 2-3’, width: 2-3’.  
Tall upright stems are topped with pyramidal clus-
ters of white blooms with lavender eyes.  The flow-
ers are fragrant and bloom from spring to frost.  

Attracts hum-
mingbirds and 
is a good cut 
flower. 
 
Salvia micro-
phylla, La Trini-
dad 
E v e r g r e e n 
p e r e n n i -
al .Height:24-
26”,Width: 36-
48”.  Foliage is 
aromatic with 

ovate velvety leaves. Blooms are magenta pink and 
tubular in shape. Blooms from late March through 
fall.  Attractive to bees, butterflies and birds. 
 
Penstemon digitalis, Penstemon ’Mystica’ 
Herbaceous perennial.  Height: 18-24”, Width: 15-
22”.  Flower height: 28-32”.  This is a new, sturdier 
variety that doesn’t need staking.  Color changing 
foliage emerging green and changing to purple 
then burgundy in the fall with beautiful spikes of 
white tubular flowers with lavender throats.  Excel-
lent cut flower attractive to butterflies and hum-
mingbirds. 

It is the purpose of the demonstration garden 
to create an environment that informs our 
community and illustrates environmentally 
sound methods of gardening in an atmos-
phere of collaboration and enrichment.  
 
The garden is an ongoing project demonstrat-
ing the performance of a wide variety of 
plants, efficient irrigation and reduced chemi-
cal usage. Plants included are natives, trialed, 
and not commonly grown in this area.  
 
 
 

Please visit the gardens again soon.  
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Hippeastrum vittatum, Amaryllis 
Gladiolus x hortulanus, Hybrid Gladiolus Priscilla 
Hemerocallis spp., Daylily, Stella d’Oro 
Hemerocallis spp., Daylily, Touch of Summer 
Hemerocallis spp,  Daylily, unnamed red 
Iris fulva, Copper Iris 
Iris spuria, Butterfly Iris 
Louisiana Iris ‘Professor Ike’ 
 

OTHER HERBACEOUS PERENNIALS 
 
Barleria cristata, Purple Philippine Violet 
Salvia microphylla, La Trinidad 
Salvia coccinea, Coral Nymph (photo above) 
Justicia fulvicoma, Orange Shrimp Plant, (photo 
next page) 
Phlox paniculata, Delta Snow 
Calylophus serrulata, Yellow Sundrops 
Salvia farinacea, Mealycup Sage ’Henry Duelberg’ 
Pseuderanthemum alatum, Chocolate Plant 
Chrysanthemum x morifolium, Ryan’s Pink 
Rudbeckia fulgida‘Goldsturm’, Black Eyed Susan 
Alstroemeria pelegrina, Peruvian Lilly 
Duranta erecta, ‘Sapphire Showers’ 
Penstemon digitalis, Penstemon ‘Mystica’ 
Phlox x, Minnie Pearl 

What is this? 
 

Below are listed some of the plants commonly seen 
in our perennial bed.  Some plants may not be in 
the bed at this time and some in the bed may not be 
on this list, but  here are a few perennial plants to 
consider. 

 

TREES 
Abutilon megapotamicum, Trailing Flowering 
   Maple 
Tibouchina urvilleana, Princess Flower (photo left) 
 

VINES 
Bauhinia yunnanensis, Orchid Vine 
Thunbergia grandiflora, Sky Vine 
Ranunculaceae clematis, Carnaby 
Ranunculaceae clematis, Miss Bateman 
Podranea ricosoliana, Pink Trumpet Vine 
Ranunculaceae clematis, Dr. Ruppel 
 

GRASSES 
Hypoxis hirsuta, Yellow Star Grass 
Anomatheca laxa, False Freesia 
 

SHRUBS 
Tecomara compensis, Cape Honeysuckle 
Spiraea x bumalda, ‘Anthony Waterer Spiraea’ 
Hibiscus ‘Cooperi’, Variegated Hibiscus 
Rosa, The Fairy 
Rosa, Heritage 
 

GROUND COVERS 
Sedum acre. Golden Acre Sedum 
Verbena canadensis, Homestead Verbena 
Lysimachia procubens, Golden Globe 
Coreopsis auriculata ‘Nana’, Dwarf Tickseed 
 

 BULBS and RHIZOMES 
Agapanthas africanus, Lilly of the Nile 
Lilium formosum, Formosa Lilly 
Curcuma alismatifolia, Siam Tulip, Komona Rose 
Curcuma alismatifolia, Siam Tulip, Miss Pearl 
Canna generalis, Pink Sunburst Canna 
Crocosmia crososmiiflora, Crocosmia ‘Lucifer’ 

Lafayette Parish Master Gardener Association 

Why a Perennial Garden ? 
 
The word perennial is the Latin term meaning 
“perpetual”, so it follows that a perennial garden is 
one where flowering and foliage plants live year 
after year.  Some pants are evergreen or decidu-
ous while others go dormant then reappear in the 
spring and are called herbaceous perennials mean-
ing that the stems are soft and green as opposed to 
brown and woody. 

 
Perennials are very versatile.  They come in the 
form of ground covers, vines, grasses, bulbs and 
trees.  To the landscapers delight, they come in a 
rainbow of colors and different textures and sizes.  
Important considerations in planning a perennials 
garden are the amount of sun exposure at the site 
and the height, color and time of bloom of the 
plants selected. 

 
Because of the 
location of our per-
ennial bed, we have 
chosen sun loving 
plants that offer 
long bloom times in 
the various seasons 
so we have a non-
stop show of color 
from spring to fall.  
The purpose of our 
bed is to demon-
strate to the public 
which perennials 
grow well in our hot, 
humid weather with 
a minimum of work.  
Because we use 
many of the plants 
in this bed for prop-
agation for our plant 

sales, we grow old favorites as well as new plant 
varieties to keep our more experienced gardening 
clients interested.  This is not a showcase bed, but 
a constantly evolving working bed.   


